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Research on legal risks and countermeasures of genetic counseling in

China

JIANG Wen, WANG Hui
School of Health Management, Southern Medical University, Guangzhou 510515, China

Abstract: Genetic counseling has the characteristics of professionalism, precision, ethics and the rule of

law. The legal risks of genetic counseling include unqualified genetic counselors, disclosure of personal genetic

information, endangering biosafety, genetic discrimination, violation of patients’ rights to informed consent and

family members’ rights to lives and health. The article suggests refining genetic counseling in China, including

improving the qualification certification of genetic counselors, the regulations on the protection of personal

genetic information, the regulations on avoiding biosafety risks, the regulations against gene discrimination, the

regulation of the right to informed consent and right to life and right to health.

Key words: genetic counseling; legal risk; genetic information



