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Advances in research of internet health information seeking behavior of

foreign cancer patients and its enlightenment
Zhao Ye', Chen Ren’, Ma Ying’, Qin Xia’>, Hu Zhi*
1.Library ,2.School of Health Administration, Anhui Medical University, Hefei 230032, China

Abstract: Foreign research into internet health information seeking behavior of cancer patients has been
fruitful. The paper tease out foreign studies through literature review method, and summarizes the enlightenment
to our country and future research direction. Results are as follows: The subjects show a diversified feature in
cancer type, sample source and patient characteristics; The methods includes quantitative analysis and
qualitative research; The contents are extensive and in-depth, and are detailed from following six aspects in this
paper, including percentages of users and influence factors, seeking motivation, seeking topics, way of seeking,
seeking role, and obstacles.

Key words: cancer; internet; health information; information seeking



