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Reflection on the contemporary Chinese cultural conflicts between
doctors and patients from the perspective of the philosophic thought
of “harmony”

ZHANG Cheng

(School of Humanity and Social Science, Anhui Medical University, Hefei 230032, China)

Abstract; The cultural conflicts between doctors and patients are caused by differences between the

traditional medicine culture and the modern medicine culture, which exist during the process of modernization in

China. To deal with these conflicts, we could use the philosophic thought of “harmony generates vitality” and

“harmony without uniformity” which are both from the traditional culture, accept the existence of differences,

achieve the goal of integration, then promote the popularization and development of the modern medicine culture.

All the efforts would certainly contribute to the resolution of these conflicts.

Key words; the doctor-patient relationship; cultural conflict; medicine culture; traditional culture



