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Green, green the reed,

Dew and frost gleam.
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Where’s she I need

Beyond the stream.
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My skirt in pomegranate hue

Has been slept into rouged wrinkles new.

My lilac-buttons more than meet

The button-hole in form of lotus sweet.

Like pearls unstrung, my tears

Have wet my fragrant silken sleeves.

My eyebrows knit like willow leaves,

Slimmer than golden flower my face appears.
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After I grew in wisdom and took my vows,

His Majesty escorted me from the capital.

On my journey I met three wayward ones

To help me along as I rode in the saddle.

Over hillside and gully I seek the scriptures,

Climbing many mountains to worship the
Buddha.

Guarding myself as if behind a fence,

When will T return to visit the royal palace?
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The laurel flowers threw their shadows then night
is deep,

The medicine will give the poor scholar a good
night’s sleep.

In the shade of rocks by the poolside,

In the innermost part he may find his bride,

He may avail himself of such chance once or
twice.

But she’s afraid her mother hasn’t gone to bed,

And her handmaid may leave her to her own
device,

So the poor scholar must have a cool head.
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