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Revision of the disposition to seek forgiveness questionnaire and the

proclivity to apologize measure for Chinese college students
Zhao Ruixue, Zhu Tingting, Zheng Aiming
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nanjing Medical University, Nanjing 211166, China

Abstract: Objective: To evaluate the reliability and validity of Chinese version of the Disposition to Seek
Forgiveness Questionnaire (DSFQ) and the Proclivity to Apologize Measure (PAM) in Chinese college students
and to explore the construct of DSFQ under China cultural context. Methods: A total of 540 college students
were asked to complete DSFQ and PAM. Results: The exploratory factor analysis showed that DSFQ consisted
of three factors, accounting for 66.892% of the total variance. The confirmatory factor analysis identified that the
data fit well (x/df=2.550, NFI=0.887, NNFI=0.896, CFI=0.927, 1F1=0.928, and RMSEA=0.075). Reliability
coefficients of the three dimensions and total score ranged from 0.806~0.885, and the split-half reliability ranged
from 0.757~0.862. Reliability coefficient of the PAM was 0.858 and the split - half reliability was 0.834.
Conclusion: The Chinese version of the Disposition to Seek Forgiveness Questionnaire and the Proclivity to
Apologize Measure are reliable and valid in Chinese college students.

Key words: seek forgiveness; apology; scale; Chinese college students
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