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Deciphering the tumor microenvironment of breast cancer from metabolic and
immunological perspectives: challenges and opportunities in precision medicine

LIU Jinyu, DUAN Jiawen, ZHANG Zhisheng"
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[Abstract] As a malignant neoplasm exhibiting the highest global incidence among women, breast cancer continues to present
significant therapeutic challenges despite markedly enhanced 5-year survival rates. Notably, treatment efficacy for aggressive subtypes
such as triple-negative breast cancer remains suboptimal. This comprehensive review elucidates the intricate mechanisms within the
breast tumor microenvironment (TME) through integrated metabolic and immunological perspectives, establishing metabolic
reprogramming and immune evasion as fundamental drivers of disease progression. Tumor cells execute Warburg effect - mediated
lactate overproduction, simultaneously fueling proliferative demands while acidifying the microenvironment to suppress anti - tumor
activity of T cells and NK cells. Substantial heterogeneity in metabolic and immune signatures across molecular subtypes creates new
paradigms for precision oncology. Our analysis delineates the metabolic-immune crosstalk network within breast TME , emphasizing the
immunosuppressive roles of lactate and lipid metabolites. We ecritically examine translational barriers in precision medicine
implementation, particularly addressing unresolved challenges of patient heterogeneity and underdeveloped biomarkers. By
systematically exploring TME molecular mechanisms, identifying precision medicine limitations, and projecting future therapeutic
trajectories, this review establishes a framework for overcoming current treatment impasses through innovations in combinatorial
targeting, predictive modeling, and biomarker discovery.

[Key words] breast cancer; tumor microenvironment; precision medicine; tumor metabolism; immune system

[J Nanjing Med Univ,2026,46(03):343-354]

[EEWB] Wdbd Dt LR RHE T E AU (20231418)
JH{E1E# (Corresponding author) , E-mail: bfyfyzzs@163.com (ORCID: 0009-0001-3781-314X)



© 344 - Mo BE R K % 2 kR

546 555 3 1
20263 A

FUIR AL A PR A A WL I R 22—, B
FORFEMIEZAL T 5 L HAEpRR ST . R
FAR AT ML [VG T AL SR )T TR 7 — %
R, AH 7L e S5 o ) AU 19 A7 T Wl 2 R Pk ik
JCHRAE IR SR N LR I B o AR, R AP
1 (tumor microenvironment, TME) £ 45 < #F 5% 3k 15
HORRBL, #7n 7 FUME KA R R AR T BT
HENLA, FE b A B g RN A R IR T B
LB g 200 P 20 5 A i S B ST R B ARG, O
A0 T AU 7 A T R 8 SR RS 5 S I B 2 A0 1) A
ey eI b, AN E 2 L e AR S e %
RAIE 22 W 3, IX ARG Y O 2 ) ST S 1k 3 1 18
5P SR MRS SRR A R TR L
Ji e TME H ) 735 HL , 23 B 24 BORS #E 2 2 vh ) 5%
B i) B, I e B AR RT RE AT T 07 [R) RIYR T SRS o

1 FLBRSETME Y4B 5ThaE

1.1 FURRSE TME 89 2 it

FLI g TME 52 — N 228 Hah SRS &
g, e 32 ph e 20 L % 0 R Jo 4 i IS AN
W RG0S 2 B o S R R . e A 2
TME (4% 0 LRG0 53 a8 ik AR B 2 AR\ 2 DR R A
3 Z2 o D] - S B 400 P RO SRR 5 1) T e, A T
TR — AN 3CHF H S G5 5 ARG BT o JHRg AR ¢
0% 41 Y (tumor-associated macrophage, TAM) « i 15
P T 4 i (regulatory T cell, Treg) « 8 Y5 14 11 il 21 g
(myeloid-derived suppressor cell, MDSC) 45 4 12 41 Jiy
FETME R I R E AR . — 7 1, 1IX 284
328 210 10 VT R 3 R 73 s 4 i R 1 AR A BT T AR i
Yo 51— J7 1, VF 2 S 4 A R 41 B2 R < DAL
N G AN PR Y, DT 735 By 200 i 206 3 28 R 458
(L, AL F 2T 2 200 i [ FL 2 bR A G 2T 4
41 g (cancer-associated fibroblast, CAF) 1. A5 i 41 ffu
FNE] 78 J5 T 41 ffd (mesenchymal stem cell, MSC) 7 A
V1% 5 JOT 24 L, 3 o 4 20 P A1 R BT R) 5 A 0 WA A
R 7 DA K% 5 s 240 R P L e e, S ()47 g 1)
AR RS BEAL, ML FIM EE R G AE TME H
WAL H) 7 OB T B AR L R I R A A
TR0 SR IR A PRI AR K (]S A s A i 1)
Fo PR AE T 4 P I B, AR LA D) o e A Lk 2 5 7% 11
HEIRK . TME & 4 7y 2 18] 38 1 52 2% 1 240 it )
G T A BAE R, BB n 1 P TME
(1 57 5 1 RN Bh A Rt

FLMR IR TME 1) 3 25 28 40 B 3 52 i firb 89 1) 1 2%

MRS AL RE o i 4 B mT DAE R 23 Wi 3 5 <2 R
fiff (matrix metalloproteinase, MMP) %5 i 245 [ fifk 41 fifd
HNEERT, ML HE FLAR B VBT /% . b A, e 40 i 50
WA AL IR A AR 7 Py o> T TR 1K TME, BBAA 1E ' 4
i Ty B8 2 — 25 WK 5l G 2 00 1) P8 0 I FRD A, AT
TR — A S MR AR R A B . R R R,
TME 1 (4 J3 2T 4 240 1 A 4 72 40 T DA et 7y e
AR R AE A BRI 5 e i, 48 9 3L AR 2R AT
W RE T o LB AR BRANMX O 8 40 i 52 it 2R A7 g B A
T oK I S LR B ) v 20 B A ik
NI . BEAE, Wk ELE 9™ R AN T BE e 38 e
RO 7 R A BOE . U TR
AR H TME B4 i B AH 5, 451 o = B 1 Lk
J (triple-negative breast cancer, TNBC) i ¥ £ 4
2 2 S A L TME RIS R 284, s B 21
PRI, SU RS TME (3 25 2 A AN bR it fe 1)
FEYRFN )5, W g FU LS e R L R AL [y
ARME T OHT RO AR A R SR
1.2 Rift 5 mey L 2R

g A Y B 2 52 e 20T L v R BE M R AR SR
AN 25 A T L AR A 8 A2 DA A 5 1 B A A7 0
(10— B B3 B PR AL o 3K o E g R AN 25 FL R
FEANNE B S TR A 7 A KRS 7y, i iE i A
FEYRIE 5 7 SR ZI 0 TME . 7L 15 e 40 i Jd
I H BT (1) “Warburg RURS”, BUZEH & &M
2 R FHRE % A A B 4k 1 B2 14 (oxidative phosphory-
lation, OXPHOS)E L RE ™o SX Rl ik (0 A 4 S
B IRBCR AR, (H RE PR 7 A= A= W) 1P 75 ) o T
FEY s TR KR 7 i FLIR , 3 8RR TME BR 1k . X
FRER AL TME A ] 1535 G2 40 B i) Th RE , IR (2 18
L ot B AL A S, 8 R R N AR R A
Ab 3 Jfes 2 P 3 30 T I 5T A U R 2 A SE TN T TR
W5 1) v R 490 B n g 9 R B (fatty acid
synthesis, FAS) M AL Z 03X — BUBR Ay Ji 41
ik N s i) R aS bR sy €N i
L AF 5 0 — 2 i 15 R D e o 1 3 AT A g
71 REBARH ™ P01 71 i & E2 (prostaglandin E2,
PGE2) A1 i 175 1 A A0 7 10 48 2 1] 5 .68 TME o
FY G 58 400 O T RE A B 25 S50, AT 4 57— AN ST
IR R F) SR AL B A5

FERX MG B 40 A 5T, TME A i) S 7 40 i
Clr TAM AT 20 M) & A T 5 35 1 D e 1 AR A
TAM FE AT 4 7L Hi i 4 Y 10 L T R G At AR 365
M A M2 YR, SR I G A )R A i R



546 55 3 1
202643 A

KT, AR S, s AR. MAC -5 S B A0 A A AT L AR e R P 85 « i T = 22 Pk S5 LB L) .
M ERR 22 AR CH AR AR , 2026, 46(3) : 343-354 © 345 ¢

Dige, MARDTIE i M1 AL AY . M2 R TAM JE i 75
W 19 41 L A 2 -10 CGinterleukin- 10, IL-10)  F b A= K
F-B (transforming growth factor-beta, TGF-B) %5 %
AU ) 1k 440 P R 5 Bk — 2D A 1T 40 B R R R
PR M A . BhAk, TME 1 7L B 34 BE B 422 5 1
T 40 A DO RE , PR LR R E 0, BN T
2 Ceffector T cell, Teff) [\ T REFEM , [F] I (£ 2 Treg
FR 48, AT I S5 R e S . MDSC L AE LR
I TME Hgiios , gt — P K S kit . @A RE,
L s A B g R A0 ok SO A 5 4 P A R A2 AT
g, e 1 —A M4 0 3 3 1 G 2 400 1)
TME, B SCHF IR (1) 3R 22 A K AN, A1 A8 m) A
SRR SRR AL 7RIS AL

2 ARERSESES REBEN S THH

2.1 RMERALEIURE T 0S4 1E

L 40 B 30 A 1 2 4 A 0 B TME o e 4
RE SRS 77 52 BRAEJURE S5 DA DR L pRo
FEAAEE R o 1 AT W A E o B2 7L e A
FHAE A% O R I 2 —, B AR S R 2R
L8 20 AT SR IC Sl 30 T T e 2 il = R
(adenosine triphosphate, ATP) , [F] i 42 g R = AR
)P4 o XA SIS S R B, (H RE A AR
e L PR B AR A A T IR R R A R o A
AW 53 T b EERTARPD S A, R R I 2 2
AU PV FLIRAE TME H AR R, S BUREIR 1L, AL
] Teff R34 56 AT 20 M 55 % , 3L 3G 52 1 Treg A1 TAM
R S A VR F o XA LR T T AR I A B —
AHIES T R RS RARAE, B T R R 2 A
L A VAR

I o AR B 2 5 A L s R A oy e B
F o FURE A M I L FAS 1 2 3 0 i R T
IR “E A (fatty acid oxidation, FAO) LIS » AT 4l
IO P e S B A4 SR [ I S SR A SR i A
B BeAh, IR B AL 1) PGE2 i i 4
i) 14 45 B #E S Wi TME H 1) %0 22 40 i Th e, 451 4n
PGE2 1] LUE A F 44 SRH AT TAM, 1 L4
JEHE B e 7, Rk iR P M2 2 TAM R4 itk
A1, 3 S At 2 7L M A XA 2 2 1) 2 R
ik —. AR Hb 78 =R IR G 1) 7= )
NI L BERR YR 5 I A BB - O TG i Sl M 0 A%
R W LA AR R A0 M P L AL e 0. BRI IR AR
T 15 SR AN BT e 40 B PR A7 A A G G T
SO T % 20 P R AR I S ME AT RE . X LG HE

&R FIE T, A8 LR 40 P /e AR 2 T 2L &%
BEMRS, FRAA T AR ERANGTT .
Iea) 7L i 200 Y ) QT 2 G R S BRI 5 TR A A -
FREAEH, A B BONIT ROF BNGTT SHRuE A S TFB .
2.2 $LBRSE TME ¥ 49 % 9% A 42 Hu )

FLIRIE TME H 1) 28 E AL e P 2 2%, o
Jie T8 V2 ) e 5 A FRLCE TR ARHE 5 R38R R R
T L S N, i R iR A KR JE o Tregs
MDSC 1 TAM & FL g 5 TME A f 32 B2 G 2% $00 1)
YIS AY . IX Le g B E R AR Cn LR iR
JI AR B ) AR AU 55 PR B8 R 3% AR R i ek
AR AR DL B AR AR 5 3K o Treg 78 7L IR
TME A o 386 5% FAO 4E R AT M ThRe, JFidt—20
O Teff (508 T PE . MDSC )38 i 45 B 41
PRLRE TR AR U ), 8 5 43 0 e 92 0ok R 1D
77 T 55 5 RGeS 058 R I, 78 7L AR
S TME 91 1) M2 28 TAM 3= ZHR A 28R4 OXPHOS T
JEREREAR L RS, X 5 2 LS I M1 B TAM T ffcf 1]
XFEEET . M2 B TAM 3R 30 H B /5 (%) SR 44 i f AT
R 3 =R BB A AR =) B 4 B, 9 OXPHOS #2
BER . [FIEE, F) vz R e R B - A AGAE v BE
Ui, HE— D35 OXPHOS 3G £ o iX PR AR 25 gk
— 5 SCHE T SRR MR Thie , QRO A AR R AN R T
HIF,

i B PR 7 AR S 5 75 7L AR G 2 8 % v 47
oA, B RS AR ARG S S
P IR A AE K SHERS o e 200 R R 98 K 5 S 758
00861 2P0 6L C 47 Tre g MDSCTA M) 53 G 325 00614 4
BRI, YR BE AT 3 i 4 P e e i o 49 2, TL-10 38 i
B TAM (115 5 % 5 R0 5 S B005 8 -1 3 Csignal
transducer and activator of transcription 3, STAT3) {5
5 I B , $0 ) Teff IG5 , 75 T S e 0 £ M2 A
TAM 438, ik — D IR PR g™ 8 VH A
Je R , FI ] Teff BEHH, [F] T 2 S B AR = 4 i
1t Kynurenine 11i] NK ZH 0 A1 T 40075 1% . TGF-Bii
I Teff 153 LA TI R, RN fE 3 Treg ¥ 38, B35
B AR TR G RN o LA, TL-6 0 S BE 4T i Hh )
Janus BIHG/STAT3 8%, AR S T TAM A1 MDSC ()
G H0 1) e 7, 340 38 5T e 24 M f 38 GE R4 22 B
3P0 3@ b ax e PR 7 (1 B [RE A FLBR g TME H
1 G P28 B 25~ A7 1 TR, 12 BT e % k) 14 TME
ITE R -

ARAHE 5 (R 2 3k — 20 hn o 7 LR e 1) S g
OISR ML o FiebTeg AU A LR | I A PGE2 i



* 346 ° Mo BE R K % 2 kR

546 555 3 1
20263 A

RO AR T, X S AN I Th R it BRI B
Wi o 4511, LI S R AL TME 30046 17 Teff 1) 1 5 A1
2 ML PE, [R] S S TAM P R RS S 8 T Lo
A mTOR {5 5l i, By 1 H A 2 D aE™ e i
T 5AHKRZ AR &, ] Teff A1 NK 40 1 508
Jea s, TR (2 3 Treg HO9 39, ANTATHI S5 1 18 £ 8
T SALVE R o PGE2 3 i 5 H 2 #0440 g 1 1)
Al 5 i & E (prostaglandin E, EP) 2 52 /& fll EP4 52 {4
g5, WOE % K ¥ xB (nuclear factor kappa B, NF-kB)
A STAT3 15 5 il 1, (2 1 MDSC 1) 55 58 RV 14 I ik
— I Teff D RE o 3K LA U =47 F0 4H it EA]
T A EARR B RCT AN 5k 1 G ]
26 SRR L A0 ) AR ANV, Dy T R BE 1) A
925 WK R IR 9T S A

FLHR I TME ) S 2 PR P L AN 2 b
I L ) A T S, SRS T R A A 5 X R 4
FR R BEANHPIRAS o 3X M 2 2 U0 T 42 A 2 A 7L R
I BE 8 B ROR R F E R G IR A%, MR R RE
G RN RS IR AL 1 3CHF . BRI, #E ) S B i L
il AR S 5 BB S VR IT SR W] BE & AR FL e A
{RE IR 5 () B B T 7)o T 5 S W, 4 BEL bR
FEAR M5 T A S AR R B, AR
0 TME HAREFT, 9 sL iy St 7 A E.
2.3 KMt %z ey ZAE R 2%

FLIRE TME Hp A 5 e 2 A7 A8 = JE B
% 0 TE B it [ i 2 X 4, X R X ) 38 %2 m) LB AE
IR PR AR R R R e % 16 s PR B SGBRE A o i
T AR PR B Gt R AN L8 A2 1 8 T bR e 1 5 1)
K, I AR R Y AR SRS 5 53 T BRI —
WG | R TME . SLER AT Dl e e iod 75 o 1) 5%
BEACH™ ), 8 PR AR EB TME 1) pH B 25028 4 %
IR DI REIRAS o BRPEIREL S Teff (MG FE BE /1 14
PR3 S 2 I 55, RIS (R 2E Treg A1 TAM ) % 7% $11 i
THRE . Ak, iR o3 WA TR g AR = 4, e A
VUM IR M AT AE W PGE2. (A — M55l i 5 EP 52 4
45 G AR S % SO, A CD8™ T 48 I 1) Bt i 8 v
15 FF 39 98 Treg A MDSC ¥ G BE S/ ™" [,
X AR R 30 T8 WO B NS S s B 1 3 A
2 A0 AH 5 BRL 5 1R 2l 33— 22 o JR Tk 98 e 2 16
M, T RS iR AR A S 4 ) TME . B 41, AR
0 AR R S SR 3K ) fi 8 AR 6 B ik — 2 L 4
T, Mg 7 — M AR 5 G U [R] 2R Y IE S A
o X BN M AR HE T LR 1) 12 22 f
Fe 6677, WATF R BEA AU Gz S ) VR T $2 46 T

HTI 7 1) RS

FL R e AS (5] S7 B f) ARU A Ge 9% R AR B 3E A
], 3 Fofr S 03 P N 35 S R T R ) AR AT RN
I IR 5 TSI M2 B TAM K400, M K 2 4k
(estrogen receptor, ER)BHPE LR LLOXPHOS v
FHAT LR, H BB AR BB AR AP XA AR
PR (E L TME A 1) FLIER AR B 520, TR b 92 4100 1)
PEAE X 82 55, 4 B A R BT VAR — B R
PI3K/AKT/mTOR 38 6 75 FL i 40 i w4t 0 B 0
PR A P B AAZ 5 » (R E ik TME HH ) e i 103k,
HI 55 S A PR DRe . B0E 1 PIBK/AKT (5 5
AR PR TS AA (programmed death-ligand 1,
PD-L1) {13 1E , F2 3 MDSC fIThRERY 1. A
R B A K 7 52 4K 2 Chuman epidermal growth factor
receptor 2, HER2) FH 1% 5L i BH T HER2 15 5 1
TG > I H B BB K ST £ Bl L IR R A AR 344
PR RIRLER, Fo A TME B A a) T4 £, TNBC
T 2 5 EL AR 28 e A0 S Joi A ) S0 2R, AR U R A R
S e JEE A RS P2 AR R FAO PRV S AR B =X, [ I £
B 55 20 ) G 2 M P PR 8 . TNBC J=5 358 TME H AR Y
FLIR/KF 238 T iy, S 2 40 1% 40 i (4 MDSC Al
Treg) IR EE 200 R, ARG 6o 2 RRAE 1) 22
FAEAR KA B YE T A [A) 3L Y B 5 2
FOXT B BT e B

Luminal Y 5, iR CHR ™) 2% 30 HH i 1 A2 444 5
OXPHOS 1] ¥ A8 7 A , 3X Fh Warburg 28 5. 3 i
PR K PR 4 M2 Y 5 A PR A AL, [ B )
CD8" T 4H i 20 s Ve D e . HER2 i 238 71 by
T 52 AR PR AU i, I 3R IA I HER 2 52 44
i PI3K-AKT-mTOR 18 2§ {2 2 FAS, 2 1M 175 5 MDSC
[RER AR, T B S M R B . TNBC B i 3
(AR S5 0 1k, G 58 JE AR TV 25 44K o 7 e T e A
e B B AL, 27 AR - B TR R T AR 3 Treg 20
A5 T MSC A S0 20 U 36 5k v v P 11 22 0 1 5 0 i
S NK 40 i ) S RE . (A VE R R, ANF
A CAF @A A8 e Chn FLER PR A R D 598 4
V5 AR M AT S 7F Luminal 24 70 R 77 CAF 23 WA HY
i A4 7T {72 2 i R 922 7 R B 40 K Ctumor infiltrating
lymphocyte, TIL) J& T, 1fi TNBC 1 CAF Ji ik 4 3k 44
A 33 17 miR - 150 JUJ 01 1) B R 4 PR 1) bt S5 12 52 e
T o IR BENY AR S (1) AR - G928 58 SO 1l Ay e v 4
PEIRIT SR T BT 2, 40 & X Luminal 2 /] PDK4
1) 750 W] 385 % T 48 M FE 2 , 1 TNBC H IDO1 FH B
T REAT 2P S NK 40 0 2% 1 36 v o e B4 i AR



546 55 3 1
202643 A

KT, AR S, s AR. MAC -5 S B A0 A A AT L AR e R P 85 « i T = 22 Pk S5 LB L) .
M ERR 22 AR CH AR AR , 2026, 46(3) : 343-354 ° 347

2 22 FC IR 4B s T R 4T A 5 e 92 400 i T f AR
W35 412, 2 TNBC 7 CD36 A 5 1) i i 82 45 Y
T4 S ECDS” T 40 i 28 br 4 Th RE B S, 3% b I Y
R S PR SRR SO BT B G TR T SRS AR T
HAS K .

AR5 s 1 HAE W 2% 8 o 7 AL VR T
P EZEPR NS . — 7T, AU 3K B 1) e
I TME 2 s RF 28 KA PLia 7 0 £ B R A,
XFER T B A ARHE 5 (LR A A | B R 52

A

PREELWT B & e BEIR T7 I . 53— 5 T, FLIRE
ANTR] S B PR A AN G B R HE 9 A PEAR VR YT B T
HEAKHE . 40, X T ER FHIEFLE , 7T 6E R 24
A AR T L3R e e R T R T X TNBC I
T RE 7 2 (7] I B A A FAO, JF W0 S
T IR A T RE . BB B ORI A e 5 AT,
— SRR T A A G A ) LA O LA
FRIF R RIR YT SRS IR LT 2 W] ek, oy SeEl
LR R HE VR T BT B (B D

—’ .
Immunosuppression

A

E TAM

T lymphocyte

-

STAT3, mTOR, NF-kB

— :galural killer cells

Effector T cell

%

{ 11-10, TGF-B ‘
-‘ ‘; ....'

M2-like-TAM

ﬁ —®  Glucose ~

Neovascularization

—® Glutamine —Pw

Citric acid cycle

OXPHOS ___]

HER-2(+) T
@

Breast cancer cells

ER(+)

1 FBRERERBEIMNEN SRS

Figure 1 Schematic mechanism of immune metabolism microenvironment in breast cancer
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